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NATIONAL PHYSICIAN SURVEY 2007

About the National Physician Survey

The overall goal of the National Physician Survey (NPS) is to produce a comprehensive
database documenting current trends in the physician workforce in Canada in response
to both societal and professional changes in education and practice. Unique in its
breadth and depth as Canada’s primary database on the physician workforce, the NPS
is a survey of the total population of physicians in Canada — practising family doctors
and other specialists — as well as second-year medical residents and all medical
students.

About the NPS Collaborative

The College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC), the Canadian Medical Association
(CMA) and The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC) have
combined their resources to conduct this survey. Financial support for the NPS comes
from these three major national medical organizations in addition to the Canadian
Institute for Health Information.

About the Questionnaires

NPS questionnaires have evolved from the CFPC’s National Family Physician Workforce
Survey, the CMA's Physician Resource Questionnaire and the RCPSC's Specialist
Questionnaire. The NPS in 2004 had five different questionnaires:

1. Family Physician / General Practitioner Questionnaire

2. Other Specialist Physician Questionnaire

3. Family Medicine Resident (PGY2) Questionnaire

4. Other Specialty Medicine Resident (PGY2) Questionnaire
5

Medical Student Questionnaire

The Family Physician and Other Specialist Physician Questionnaires collect information
from those in clinical practice as well as other medical fields, e.g. teaching,
administration, research. Questions focus on issues such as practice settings, areas of
specialization, perspectives regarding patient access to different types of care,
satisfaction levels in practice, workloads, types of communities served, how practices
are changing, and the roles or impacts of computer technology on the clinical,
administrative and educational aspects of practice.
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The Student and Resident Questionnaires focus on medical education and training
(past, present, and future), choices about future practices, financial concerns and factors
influencing entry to medical school. Asking similar questions of second-year medical
residents enables trend analyses over time.

NPS Findings and Data Utilization

Leaders in academic and research communities recognize that the NPS findings are key
to present and future physician workforce planning and decision-making. Consequently,
NPS data is shared publicly with key stakeholders after appropriate analyses. A website
is also maintained at nationalphysiciansurvey.ca. The current website maintains
information gathered from nearly 25,000 respondents to the NPS 2004 about:

of Physicians and Surgeons des médecins et chirurgiens MED'CALE

Medical practice characteristics by physician age and gender, by different
specialities, and by different patient populations served (urban and rural). For
example:

The majority of family doctors (61 per cent) reported being in a group practice compared to
48 per cent of other specialists.

The range of services currently provided by Canadian physicians and that future
physicians intend to provide. For example:

Sixty per cent of family physicians either limit the number of new patients they see or are not
taking new patients at all.

Fifty-seven per cent of family doctors include maternity and newborn care in their practices.

Trends in physician perceptions about patient access to long-term care, specialists,
diagnostic services and surgical care. For example:

When asked to rate accessibility to select medical services, more than half of all doctors
polled said access to advanced diagnostic services such as magnetic resonance imaging
scans and long-term beds was either fair or poor.

The vast majority of physicians said they did not have problems obtaining access to
emergency room services (68 per cent) or routine diagnostic services (74 per cent).

Background information about medical training programs, student and resident
selection processes and physician recruitment in Canada. For example:

One fifth of medical students decided they wanted to be a doctor before high school. An
additional 29 per cent made this decision during high school. For 34 per cent, the decision
came during undergraduate college or university studies and for 8 per cent it was some time
after completing these studies.

6.3 per cent of all physician respondents said they plan to retire in the next two years
(2004—-2006). This would translate to a 3.1 per cent annual rate of retirement, significantly
higher than the actual average annual retirement rate of 1-2 per cent per year for at least a
decade.
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NPS 2007 Distribution

Approximately 73,000 individuals in Canada will receive the NPS in January 2007.
Practicing physicians will receive either long or short-form questionnaires in the mail
and/or email invitations to fill out the online survey. All second-year medical residents
and all medical students will receive an email invitation to fill out their NPS online

questionnaire.
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Contacts:

For more information go to nationalphysiciansurvey.ca. To request interviews, please
contact:

Bernard Gauthier Cristiane Doherty

Delta Media Delta Media

1-888-473-3582 1-888-473-3582

bernard@deltamedia.ca cristiane@deltamedia.ca

Donna Singh
The College of Family Physicians of Canada
1-800-387-6197 ext. 407/ (905) 629-0900 ext. 407

dms@cfpc.ca

Wendy Carroll

The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada
1-800-668-3740 ext. 472 / 613-730-8177 ext. 472
wcarroll@rcpsc.edu

Carole Lavigne

Canadian Medical Association

1-800-663-7336 ext. 1266 / (613) 731-8610 ext. 1266
carole.lavigne@cma.ca

The Royal College Y Le Collge royal ASSOCIATION CANADIAN The College of
of Plysicians and Surgeons SR des médecing et chirurgiens MEDICALE ? MEDICAL Family Physici
of Canada EY  du Canada y tay
< 4 CANADIENNE ASSOCIATION of Canada

¥| Le Collége des
* édecins de famille
+/ du Canada




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


