2007 National Physician Survey (NPS) Survey Methodology 
The National Physician Survey (NPS) is an ongoing collaborative initiative led by the College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC), the Canadian Medical Association (CMA) and the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC).  Every three years, all practicing physicians, second year residents, and medical students in Canada are surveyed about what they are doing (or intend to do) in their practices in response to both societal needs and personal and professional interests. 

Second year residents and medical students
Questionnaire Design

The questions for the second year resident and medical student components of the 2007 National Physician Survey (NPS) evolved from questions used on the 2004 NPS.  A working group approach, including representatives from the College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC), the Canadian Medical Association (CMA), the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC), the Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI), and input from the CFPC Section of Residents and Section of Teachers, and organizations such as the Canadian Association of Interns and Residents (CAIR), the Association of Faculties of Medicine of Canada (AFMC), the Canadian Post-M.D. Education Registry (CAPER), the Canadian Federation of Medical Students (CFMS), etc. was used to review and refine the 2004 questions.  
For second year medical residents, two questionnaires were developed, one specific for family medicine residents, and a second specific to residents in all other specialty programs.  For students, one questionnaire was developed.  All questionnaires and survey communications were available in English and French. 

The questions were piloted in the fall of 2006 with a variety of residents and students (through the student and resident associations/societies), and finalized in November 2006.  The resident and student components of the NPS received ethical approval from the University of British Columbia Behavioural Ethics Review Board.

Data Collection

This component of the 2007 NPS was carried out as a self-reported online survey of all second year residents and medical students training in Canada.  Residents and students were contacted on four separate occasions.  The email invitations to complete the NPS questionnaire were forwarded by the undergraduate and postgraduate medical offices at each of the 17 medical schools to their students and second year residents respectively, on behalf of the NPS.  This was done in order to ensure that all students and residents would be invited to participate, and to protect student and resident confidentiality.  The NPS-related emails started in late February 2007 with an advanced notification, followed one week later with an invitation containing the http link to the questionnaire, followed by a reminder message again containing the link a week and a half later, and a final invitation two weeks later.  The questionnaire completion phase ended April 13th, 2007.  All responses were captured directly into two separate databases, one for student responses and one for residents.
Undergraduate and postgraduate medical offices were asked for the number of students and residents respectfully that they were forwarding the NPS invitations to, and what year of training the students were in or whether the residents were in family medicine or another specialty training program.  Based on this information, a total of 9,162 medical students, and 2,627 second year residents were invited to complete the NPS. 

Upon completion of the survey, students and residents were eligible for a cash draw.  Four student respondents and two resident respondents were randomly drawn at the end of each of the five weeks of the survey completion phase, for a total of 30 respondents winning $100 each.  Respondents could only win once, but the earlier they completed the survey, the more chances they had to win.  This cash draw process was completely separate from the questionnaire responses.  After completing and submitting the questionnaire, respondents were invited to provide their name and address (and complete a skill testing question) in order to be eligible for the cash draw.  

Response Rates
Of the 9,162 students invited to complete the 2007 NPS, 2,819 replied to the survey for an overall study response rate of 30.8%. Of the 2,627 second year residents invited to complete the 2007 NPS, 733 replied to the survey for an overall study response rate of 27.9% (28.8% among family medicine residents and 27.4% among residents in all other specialty programs). 

National level estimates based on the 2007 student NPS study results are considered accurate within +/- 1.8%, 19 times out of 20.

National level estimates based on the 2007 resident NPS study results are considered accurate within +/- 3.6%, 19 times out of 20.

